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yet he was in a somewhat equivocal position. He had sent Gushing
down to treat with South Carolina. How could he now refuse? The
difference was, however, that then South Carolina was not out of the
Union. After some talk with Trescott he consented to see them as
private gentlemen next day, the 27th, solely for the purpose of receiving
any proposition they might have. This in turn he could not consider
but would transmit immediately to Congress. With this the commis-
sioners had to be satisfied. But the interview was not to take place as
scheduled. By the time the appointed hour arrived Washington was
rocking from another explosion.
Early next morning Trescott and the commissioners received startling
word from Charleston. Telegrams informed them that Major Anderson
under the cover of darkness had moved from vulnerable Moultrie out
to impregnable Sumter. Governor Pickens wired this news to Trescott,
and he hurried to the house on K Street. The commissioners were not
there, but strangely enough Floyd was, presumably building his fences
near the new camp. Governor Pickens in his message assumed that
Anderson had acted in violation of orders and urged the commissioners
to secure his return to his original post. Floyd immediately assured
Trescott that Anderson's act was his own folly, carried out contrary to
his orders. He agreed that the Major must be sent back and went to
the War Department to check up on the situation.
Trescott, on his part, went in the opposite direction to the Capitol
to inform the Senate managers. He met Jefferson Davis and Hunter,
and their immediate decision was to go to the White House. There
they found the President greatly agitated. He stood by the hearth
crushing a cigar in his shaking fingers and stammered that the move
was against his policy. They urged that he order Anderson back. As
usual he hesitated. They pressed him and reminded him that the fate
of the nation was in his hands. He seemed inclined to yield but sum-
moned his cabinet first. By that time other Senators were arriving.
Yulee, Mallory, Jo Lane, Bigler, and, at length, Slidell entered; all
urged him in the name of peace to send Anderson back. He would
give no definite answer. Though indecisive, he was stubborn and would
not be pushed.
The cabinet now assembled for its most dramatic session. Floyd